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PRESIDENT OBAMA PROCLAIMS JUNE AS GAY AND LESBIAN PRIDE MONTH 
Secretary Clinton promises gay rights will be on human rights agenda 

 

Washington ð Calling 

on Congress and the 

American people to 

ñwork together to 

promote equal rights 

for all, regardless of 

sexual orientation or 

gender identity,ò 

President Obama issued 

a presidential 

proclamation June 1 in honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 

Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month. 

I continue to support measures to bring the full spectrum of equal 

rights to LGBT Americans,ò Obama said. ñAs long as the 

promise of equality for all remains unfulfilled, all Americans are 

affected.ò  

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton also issued a statement 

recognizing Gay Pride Month, expressing gratitude to U.S. 

government lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender employees in 

Washington and around the world and thanking them and their 

families for their contributions to efforts to establish stability, 

prosperity and peace worldwide. 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-

english/2009/June/200906041347221CJsamohT0.7338678.html 

President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama hosts a reception for Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transgender Pride Month in the East Room of the White House, Monday, June 29, 
2009, in Washington. (AP Photo/Haraz N. Ghanbari) 

 

Americans living in Paris hold placards of US President Barack Obama during the annual 
Gay Pride in Paris, Saturday June 27, 2009. Thousands of participants - lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals and transgender - march in Paris to condemn homophobia and demand equal 
rights. (AP Photo/Francois Mori) 

http://www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-english/2009/June/200906041347221CJsamohT0.7338678.html
http://www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-english/2009/June/200906041347221CJsamohT0.7338678.html
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GOVERNMENT 
THE ARTS 2008: MUSICAL & VISUAL ARTS. National Center for 

Education Statistics. Shelley Keiper et al. June 15, 2009. 

The report presents the results of the 2008 National Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP) arts assessment. It was administered to a 

nationally representative sample of 7,900 eighth-grade public and private 

school students. Approximately one-half of these students were assessed 

in music, and the other half were assessed in visual arts. 

[PDF format, 40 pages] 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2008/2 009488.pdf 

 

LATE HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS: CHARACTERISTICS, EXPERIENCES, AND 

CHANGES ACROSS COHORTS. National Center for Education Statistics. Ben Dalton 

et al.  Web posted June 10, 2009. 

The report presents information about selected characteristics and experiences of high school 

sophomores in 2002 who subsequently dropped out of school. It also presents comparative 

data about late high school dropouts in the years 1982, 1992, and 2004. The findings address 

only dropping out in late high school and do not cover students who dropped out before the 

spring of 10th grade. For this reason, the reported rates are lower than those based on the 

studentsô entire high school or earlier school career. 

http://nces. ed.gov/pubs2009/2009307.pdf  [PDF format, 71 pages]. 

 

EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE -BASE PRACRTICES IN ONLINE 

LEARNING: A META -ANALYSIS AND REVIEW OF ONLINE 

LEARNING STUDIES. U.S. Department of Education. Barbara 

Means et al.  Web posted June 26, 2009. 

Providing further evidence of the tremendous opportunity to use 

technology to improve teaching and learning, the report shows an 

analysis of controlled studies comparing online and face-to-face 

instruction. A systematic search of the research literature from 1996 

through July 2008 identified over 1,000 empirical studies of online 

learning. Of these, 46 met the high bar for quality that was required for the studies to be 

included in the analysis. The meta analysis showed that ñblendedò instruction, combining 

elements of online and face-to-face instruction, had a larger advantage relative to purely face 

to face instruction or instruction conducted wholly online. [PDF format, 93pages] 
http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/tech/evidence -based-practices/finalreport.pdf  
 

S&E GRADUATE ENROLLMENTS ACCELERATE IN 2007: ENROLLMENTS OF 

FOREIGN STUDENTS REACH NEW HIGH. National Science Foundation. Laura 

Burns et al. June 2009. 

U.S. enrollment in science and engineering (S&E) graduate programs in 2007 increased by 

3.3% over comparable data for 2006. This is the highest annual growth rate since 2002 and is 

nearly double the 1.7% growth rate seen in 2006. First-time, full-time enrollment of foreign 

students eclipsed its previous high, set in 2001, and total enrollment of temporary visa 

holders topped its 2003 high. [PDF format, 8 pages]. 
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/n sf09314/nsf09314.pdf  
 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2008/2009488.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009307.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/tech/evidence-based-practices/finalreport.pdf
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/nsf09314/nsf09314.pdf
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THE CONDITION OF EDUCATION 2009. U.S. Department of 

Education. May 28, 2009. 

The report summarizes important developments and trends in education 

using the latest available data. It presents 46 indicators on the status and 

condition of education. The indicators represent a consensus of 

professional judgment on the most significant national measures of the 

condition and progress of education for which accurate data are 

available. The 2009 print edition includes 46 indicators in five main 

areas: (1) participation in education; (2) learner outcomes; (3) student 

effort and educational progress; (4) the contexts of elementary and secondary education; and  

(5) the contexts of postsecondary education. 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009081.pdf   Full Report [PDF format, 359 pages]. 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2009081  [HTML format with individual 

sections in PDF files] 

 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP FRAUD PREVENTION ACT OF 

2000: ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS. U.S. Federal Trade 

Commission. Web posted June 2, 2009. 

The Federal Trade Commission, the Department of Justice, and the 

Department of Education have issued their annual report to Congress 

pursuant to the College Scholarship Fraud Prevention Act, describing 

their continued efforts to combat scholarship and financial aid fraud. 

Each year, millions of students seek help in financing their college 

education, and some fall prey to scholarship and financial aid scams that 

ñguaranteeò money for college in exchange for a fee. 
http://www.ftc.gov/os/2009/06/P094803scholarshipfraud.pdf  
 

CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

IMPEACHMENT: AN OVERVIEW OF CONSTITUTIONAL 

PROVISIONS, PROCEDURE, AND PRACTICE. Elizabeth B. Bazan, 

Anna C. Henning. Congressional Research Service, June 22, 2009 

For the first time since the judicial impeachments of 1986-1989, the 

House has impeached a federal judge. On June 19, 2009, the House voted 

to impeach U.S. District Judge Samuel B. Kent of the U.S. District Court 

for the Southern District of Texas. The impeachment process provides a 

mechanism for removal of the President, Vice President, and other 

federal civil officers found to have engaged in ñtreason, bribery, or other 

high crimes and misdemeanors.ò The Constitution places the responsibility and authority to 

determine whether to impeach and to draft articles of impeachment in the hands of the House 

of Representatives. A number of means have been used to trigger the Houseôs investigation, 

but the ultimate decision in all instances as to whether impeachment is appropriate rests with 

the House. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/98 -186.pdf 
 

FEDERAL RULEMAKING: THE ROLE OF THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND 

REGULATORY AFFAIRS. Curtis W. Copeland. Congressional Research Service, June 

9, 2009 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 created the Office of Information and Regulatory 

Affairs (OIRA) within the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Executive Order 

12291, issued by President Reagan in 1981, gave OIRA the responsibility to review the 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009081.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2009081
http://www.ftc.gov/os/2009/06/P094803scholarshipfraud.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/98-186.pdf
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substance of agenciesô regulatory actions before publication in the Federal Register. The 

officeôs regulatory review role was initially highly controversial, and it has been criticized at 

different times as being both too active and too passive regarding agenciesô rules. Although 

OIRA has a number of specific statutory responsibilities (e.g., paperwork review and 

regulatory accounting), as a component of OMB it is part of the Executive Office of the 

President, and helps ensure that covered agenciesô rules reflect the Presidentôs policies and 

priorities. 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32397.pdf  
 

CENSUS HISTORY: COUNTING EVERY PERSON ONCE, ONLY 

ONCE AND IN THE RIGHT PLACE. U.S. House of Representatives 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. May 11, 2009. 

The report examines the Constitutional foundation and history of the 

U.S. Census and concludes that while the latest attempt by the White 

House to politicize the Census, though not entirely unprecedented, is 

unlikely to succeed. ñWhen it comes to the Census, history 

demonstrates that political gamesmanship has always been the losing 

proposition,ò the report concludes. ñDating from before the founding of 

the United States through the present, there have been Census debates over everything from 

Constitutional issues and types of óestimationô to reapportionment. In each and every debate, 

however, the politics of interference in and manipulation of the Census lose out to 

independence.ò [PDF format, 19 pages] 
http://republicans.oversight.house.gov/media/pdfs/20090511Censusreport.pdf  
 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

INVESTING IN EDUCATION: THE AMERICAN GRADUATION INITIATIVE. The 

White House Blog. Posted by Katherine Brandon. Tuesday, July 14th, 2009  

As part of his effort to build a stronger foundation that will allow us to lead in the global 

economy, the President announced today a historic initiative to strengthen our nationôs 

community colleges, and called for five million additional graduates by 2020. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Investing -in-Education-The-American-Graduation-Initiative/  
 

CITIZENôS BRIEFING BOOK: TO PRESIDENT BARACK 

OBAMA FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. Office of Public 

Engagement, The White House. May 11, 2009. 

As a closing act for the Transition, Senior Advisor Valerie Jarrett 

requested that the Office of Public Liaison create a process by which 

Americans outside of Washington could come together to present ideas 

directly to the President, a ñCitizenôs Briefing Book.ò 125,000 users 

submitted over 44,000 ideas and cast over 1.4 million votes, with the 

most popular ideas accumulating tens of thousands of votes each. The 

book contains some of the top ideas, broken into groups by issue area. Out of the tens of 

thousands of submissions, these ideas found the most support.  [PDF format, 33 pages] 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Citizens_Briefing_Book_Final.pdf  
  

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32397.pdf
http://republicans.oversight.house.gov/media/pdfs/20090511Censusreport.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Investing-in-Education-The-American-Graduation-Initiative/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Citizens_Briefing_Book_Final.pdf
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THINK TANKS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
 

ALLIANCE FOR EXCELLENT EDUCATION 
 

MEANINGFUL MEASUREMENT: THE ROLE OF ASSESSMENTS 

IN IMPROVING HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE TWENTY -

FIRST CENTURY. Alliance for Excellent Education, June 2009 

As the nation embraces the goal of graduating all students college and 

career ready, there is a growing movement to realign standards, 

assessments, and accountability systems to that goal. Meaningful 

Measurement: The Role of Assessments in Improving High School 

Education in the Twenty-First Century, is a collection of essays by leading 

experts that discuss important assessment issues, examines promising 

assessment practices from across the globe, and offers recommendations on how the federal 

government can support an assessment agenda for the twenty-first century. Topics include: 

assessments that measure studentsô college and career readiness, performance assessments, 

the role of benchmark assessments, assessing high school students who are English Language 

learners and students with disabilities, the benefits of international assessments, the role of 

technology in improving assessments and their use, and how assessment design affects the 

implementation of a growth model at the high school level. 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/MeaningfulMeasurement.pdf  
 

MOVING BEYOND AYP: HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS. Alliance 

for Excellent Education. June 2009. 

The policy brief argues that the nation must move away from solely relying on test scores and 

graduation rates to evaluate high schools if it is to successfully stem the high school dropout 

crisis and prepare all students for college and career. Instead, the brief calls for the use of 

more sophisticated indicators that can determine the factors that contribute to a schoolôs poor 

performance, guide the development of improvement strategies, and measure interim 

progress along the way. [PDF format, 20 pages] 
http://www.all4ed.org/files/SPIMovingBeyondAYP.pdf  
 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
 

TRANSFORMING OUR SCHOOLS. American Association of School 

Administrators. June 4, 2009. 

The report takes an in-depth look at the challenges facing todayôs school 

superintendents as they work to transform the nationôs public schools. The 

report summarizes discussions held among the countryôs top public school 

superintendents at the 2008 National Superintendent of the Year Forum, an 

intensive, three-day leadership event. The 2008 State Superintendents of the 

Year from urban, suburban and rural school systems participated in 

interactive discussions on best practices for transforming their schools to 

meet the needs of all students. Transforming a school district takes leadership, commitment 

and time. It also requires the support of stakeholders, the participants noted. [PDF format, 20 

pages] 
http://www.aasa.org/files/PDFs/Awards/SOY/2008SOYForum.pdf  

 

http://www.all4ed.org/
http://www.all4ed.org/files/MeaningfulMeasurement.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/files/SPIMovingBeyondAYP.pdf
http://www.aasa.org/files/PDFs/Awards/SOY/2008SOYForum.pdf
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION (ACLU) 
 

REPORT OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION ON THE NOMINATION 

OF JUDGE SONIA SOTOMAYOR TO BE ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE UNITED 

STATES SUPREME COURT. American Civil Liberties Union.  June 8, 2009. 

In accordance with ACLU Policy 519, this report summarizes the civil liberties and civil 

rights record of Judge Sonia Sotomayor, who was nominated by President Obama on May 26, 

2009, to replace Justice David Souter as an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme 

Court. 
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/scotus/sotomayor_report.pdf    

 
AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

PUBLIC OPINION ON THE SUPREME COURT. By Karlyn Bowman. AEI Online, 

July 08, 2009   

This AEI Public Opinion Study tries to look broadly at confidence in the Court, views of the 

Court today, knowledge of current Justices, and at the kind of nominee people say they would 

like to see. It also reviews areas where public opinion is not well formed. Questions about 

original intent, for example, seem to pull people in one direction or another depending on 

how they are worded. This document includes some questions on abortion. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20050729_SupemeCourt0729.pdf  
 

"BUT THE PENSION FUND WAS JUST SITTING THERE" THE POLITICS OF 

TEACHER RETIREMENT PLANS. Frederick M. Hess, Juliet P. Squire.AEI Future of 

American Education Project, July 06, 2009 

 For those who believe it is morally incumbent upon each generation to confront its 

challenges and not palm them off on the next generation, this has been a tough year and a 

tougher decade. From the Medicare drug benefit to the stimulus package, from bailing out 

Freddie and Fannie to auto industry "relief," elected officials have ladled out sweeteners and 

stopgap measures funded by trillions of borrowed dollars. The tendency to dress these 

measures up as "investments" is even more disheartening, as we burden our children with 

staggering liabilities and avoid the consequences of our own lax discipline. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090624 -HessSquire-WP.pdf 
 

THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT.  By Edward Blum, Abigail 

Thernstrom.  AEI On  the  ISSUES. AEI Online , June 18, 2009   

The Supreme Court is expected to rule shortly on two controversial 

cases that have been the subject of AEI scholarship: Northwest Austin 

Municipal Utility District Number One v. Holder, a case revolving 

around a district's ability to move a polling place without getting prior 

approval from the U.S. Department of Justice, and Ricci v. DeStefano, a 

challenge to the decision by officials in New Haven, Connecticut, to 

disregard the results of a promotion exam given to firefighters because 

not enough minority applicants passed. Abigail Thernstrom, author of the recently released 

Voting Rights--and Wrongs: The Elusive Quest for Racially Fair Elections (AEI Press, June 

2009), has been writing for two decades about the evolution of the Voting Rights Act of 

1965, the landmark law designed to eliminate racist barriers to African American 

enfranchisement in the South. Thernstrom writes that the law has achieved its purpose--

integrating American politics--and that today, ironically, it may retard integration and 

marginalize African Americans in Congress. Both Thernstrom and Edward Blum--under 

whose direction AEI commissioned scholarship, cited in the Supreme Court arguments, on 

http://www.aclu.org/
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/scotus/sotomayor_report.pdf
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20050729_SupemeCourt0729.pdf
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090624-HessSquire-WP.pdf
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the state of minority participation in elections--argue that the preclearance provisions of 

Section 5 should be eliminated. Playing identity politics is an obstacle to our continued 

progress toward color-blind elections. 
http: //www.aei.org/docLib/10 -OTI-Voting-Rights-Act-g.pdf 
 

POLLS ON PATRIOTISM AND MILITARY SERVICE. Karlyn Bowman. AEI Studies 

in Public Opinion, July 01, 2009 

This study, a compilation of public opinion data on patriotism, examines what it means to be 

a patriot and what people think about military service and the draft. A special section looks at 

young people's attitudes on these topics. The study includes all of the latest polling data as 

well as important historical trends for comparative purposes. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090701 -Patriotism.pdf 
 

EDUCATION STIMULUS WATCH SPECIAL REPORT 1. ANDY 

SMARICK. AEI ONLINE, JUNE 23, 2009  

This is the first in a quarterly series of special reports on the K-12 

education implications of the federal government's economic stimulus 

package, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  

 Since congressional deliberations began, much of the commentary 

about the ARRA has suggested that it will contribute mightily to the 

ongoing efforts to improve America's schools. The New York Times 

reported on Democratic congressional leaders' vigorous efforts to craft 

the law in a way that would ensure that the funding would be used for reform. Since its 

passage, Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has said many times that ARRA education 

funds must drive improvement. Significant media and education industry attention has been 

paid to the law's "Race to the Top" and "What Works" funds, billions of dollars designed to 

launch new initiatives and scale up those already working. For these reasons, the law's 

education components have been depicted as potentially among the most important engines 

for education reform in generations. This special report approaches these claims with a 

critical eye and ultimately concludes otherwise.  
http://www.aei.org/docLib/ESWJune2009.pdf  
 

ANSWER QUICKLY: HOW MUCH DO YOU THINK YO U'LL 

GET FROM SOCIAL SECURITY? By Andrew G. Biggs. AEI 

OUTLOOK  SERIES AEI Online, June 2009 

This year, one in four new retirees will discover that their largest 

retirement income source falls 28 percent or more below their 

expectations. But that asset is not a recession-battered 401(k) account. It 

is Social Security. To understand why, answer quickly: how much do 

you think your Social Security benefit will be? If you do not know, you 

are in good company. Due to the complexity of Social Security's benefit 

formula, a worryingly large proportion of Americans have no idea what their Social Security 

benefit will be until the first check arrives. This "predictability risk" is just as costly as the 

market risk associated with 401(k) plans. Simplifying Social Security benefits should be a 

priority when reform is addressed. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090616 -RPO-June.pdf 
 

DIPLOMAS AND DROPOUTS: WHICH COLLEGES ACTUALLY GRADUATE 

THEIR STUDENTS (AND WHICH DON ôT). American Enterprise Institute. Frederick 

M. Hess et al.  June 2009. 

The report exposes the dramatic variation in completion rates across nearly 1,400 colleges 

and universities. Less than 55 percent of first-time students at the average four-year college 

http://www.aei.org/docLib/10-OTI-Voting-Rights-Act-g.pdf
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090701-Patriotism.pdf
http://www.aei.org/docLib/ESWJune2009.pdf
http://www.aei.org/docLib/20090616-RPO-June.pdf
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graduate within six years, and at many institutions, students have less than a one in three 

chance of earning a degree. The authors find that completion rates vary dramatically across 

institutions with similar admissions standards. Such differences suggest that while student 

motivation, finances, and ability matter greatly when it comes to college completion, the 

practices of higher education institutions matter, too.  
http://w ww.aei.org/docLib/Diplomas%20and%20Dropouts%20final.pdf 
 

The Effectiveness of Court-Ordered Funding of Schools. Eric A. 

Hanushek, Alfred A. Lindseth.  AEI OUTLOOK  SERIES. AEI 

Online, May 2009 

Since the late 1980s, state court judges in over twenty states, deriving 

their authority from the education clauses of their respective state 

constitutions, have struck down school finance systems as not 

"adequate." Pointing to evidence of unacceptable student achievement 

outcomes, especially among poor and disadvantaged students, advocates 

of court intervention argue that student outcomes can be improved with 

additional funding; that is, all children can learn, given sufficient resources. Many courts 

have accepted this premise and have ordered legislatures to provide unprecedented increases 

in state appropriations for K-12 schools. Unfortunately, the track record of these judicial 

interventions suggests that increased funding without other more fundamental changes 

typically does not lead to improved student performance. 
http://www.aei.org/docLib/06%20EduO%20Hanushek -g.pdf 
 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
 

THE STATE OF AMERICA'S LIBRARIES REPORT 2009 . ALA, 

May 2009 

A Harris Poll released in September revealed that 68 percent of 

Americans have a library card, an increase of 5 percent since 2006. In-

person visits increased 10 percent in the same period, and 76 percent of 

Americans had visited their local public library in the year preceding the 

survey, compared with 66 percent two years ago. Online-visit data were 

even more remarkable: 41 percent of library card holders visited their 

library websites in the year before the poll, compared with 24 percent in 

2006. 
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/mediapresscenter/presskits/2009stateofamericaslibraries/2
009statehome.cfm 
 

AMERICAN PROGRESS 
 

GETTING STUDENTS MORE LEARNING TIME ONLINE. American 

Progress. Cathy Cavanaugh.  May 18, 2009. 

Internal and external forces are simultaneously transforming elementary and 

secondary education. Complementary changes within the K-12 education 

community are sweeping schools in the form of one-to-one computing, online 

learning for students and teachers, and differentiated instruction. 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2 009/05/pdf/distancelearning.pdf  

http://www.aei.org/docLib/Diplomas%20and%20Dropouts%20final.pdf
http://www.aei.org/docLib/06%20EduO%20Hanushek-g.pdf
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/mediapresscenter/presskits/2009stateofamericaslibraries/2009statehome.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/mediapresscenter/presskits/2009stateofamericaslibraries/2009statehome.cfm
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/05/pdf/distancelearning.pdf
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
 

TRENDS AND EMERGING PRACTICES IN GENERAL 

EDUCATION. Association of American Colleges and Universities. 

May 15, 2009. 

The survey of chief academic officers at 433 colleges and universities of 

all sorts, public and private, two-year and four-year, large and small, 

suggests that many colleges and universities are reforming their general 

education programs and developing new curricular approaches and ways 

to assess key learning outcomes. As institutions review their general 

education programs, many are choosing to incorporate more engaged 

and integrative curricular practices. [PDF format, 17 pages] 
http://www.aacu.org/membership/documents/2009MemberSurvey_Part2.pdf  

 
BIOTECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE 
 

TAKING THE PULSE OF BIOSCIENCE EDUCATION IN 

AMERICA: A STATE -BY-STATE ANALYSIS. Battelle, 

Biotechnology Industry Organization, Biotechnology Institute. May 

19, 2009.  

States across America are failing to prepare students for pursuing 

biosciences in higher education, a key pipeline for developing the 

bioscience workforce of the future, according to the report. It provides 

the first ever comprehensive study of middle and high school bioscience 

education in the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. 

The findings indicate a clear need for improved science education that incorporates the 

biosciences at the middle and high school levels if the United States bioscience industry 

sector is to remain globally competitive. [PDF format, 64 pages]. 
http://www.biotechinstitute.org/programs/documents/complete_battelle__bio_education_09_summary_re
port.pdf    

 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE: A SMART WAY TO 

BUILD BRIDGES. Brookings Institute. David Caprara et al. June 

2009. 

President Obama has proposed expanding the Peace Corps and building 

a global network of volunteers, ñso that Americans work side-by-side 

with volunteers from other countries.ò  The authors examine alternative 

service models, both domestic and foreign, and offer recommendations 

to the Obama Administration for harnessing the energy and skills of 

Americans eager to engage in volunteer work in foreign countries as part 

of a multilateral mobilization effort and smart power diplomacy. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/06_volunteering_caprara/06_volunteering_
caprara.pdf 
 

GOVERNANCE MATTERS 2009: LE ARNING FROM OVER A DECADE OF THE 

WORLDWIDE GOVERNANCE INDICATORS. Brookings Institution. Daniel 

Kaufmann et al.  June 29, 2009. 

In spite of the growing consensus among policy analysts, civil society groups, aid donors and 

scholars, that good governance matters for sustained growth and development, implementing 

http://www.aacu.org/membership/documents/2009MemberSurvey_Part2.pdf
http://www.biotechinstitute.org/programs/documents/complete_battelle__bio_education_09_summary_report.pdf
http://www.biotechinstitute.org/programs/documents/complete_battelle__bio_education_09_summary_report.pdf
http://www.brook.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/06_volunteering_caprara/06_volunteering_caprara.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/06_volunteering_caprara/06_volunteering_caprara.pdf
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concerted reforms to improve governance and fight corruption often do not get priority in 

industrialized and emerging economies. In-depth research and the proliferation of evidence and 

empirical measures of institutional quality, governance, and the investment climate, have provided 

results showing that good governance has had a strong, positive impact on development. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0629_governance_indicators_kaufmann.aspx 

 

THE NEW DIGITAL PRESS: HOW TO CREATE A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THE 

NEWS INDUSTRY. Darrell M. West. Issues in Governance Studies, Number 25. The 

Brookings Institution, May  2009 

There is no question we are witnessing a fundamental economic and technological 

transformation of journalism. Traditional business models are dying and new ones still are 

being developed. Increasingly, news consumers have shifted from a few general-purpose 

sources such as the evening television news and local newspaper to a larger number of niche 

publications and specialized news sources. Similar to a culinary smorgasbord, people graze 

business news from one source, weather from another, sports from still another, politics from 

someplace else, and commentary from other outlets. In this multi-faceted, new-media 

universe, we need an information strategy for the news industry that expands upon the 

strengths of digital media such as diversity, immediacy and interactivity, while encouraging 

in-depth coverage. As discussed below, there are several steps in regard to digital payments, 

news presentation and changes in antitrust and tax laws to make sure our new digital press 

achieves its full potential. 
http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2009/05_news_west.aspx  

 
CATO INSTITUTE 
 

CATO POLICY REPORT, VOL. XXXI, NO. 3 (MAY/JUNE 2009)  

Featuring: 

"An Endangered Native Species: The First Amendment" by Nat Hentoff  

"Capitalism Makes Us Better People"   

"Ad Campaign Takes on Global Warming Myths"  

 

 

 
http://www.cato.org/pubs/policy _report/v31n3/cpr31n3.pdf  

 

CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 
 

FIXING TENURE: A PROPOSAL FOR ASSURING TEACHER 

EFFECTIVENESS AND DUE PROCESS. By Joan Baratz-Snowden. 

Center for American Progress, June 25, 2009 

Quality teaching is clearly critical to assuring student success. Studies 

have shown that teacher quality is the most important in-school factor 

related to student academic achievement. This finding has led to an 

intense policy focus on teacher quality. Policymakers are concerned 

with identifying teacher excellence, understanding the barriers to 

assuring excellent teachers in every classroom, and developing policies 

to cultivate and nurture excellence. They are also focused on identifying and removing weak 

teachers. Thus, discussions of teacher quality invariably lead to discussions of tenure, a 

concept much misunderstood, and often unfairly identified as the major obstacle to assuring 

that all children are taught by effective teachers. 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/06/teacher_tenure.html  

http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0629_governance_indicators_kaufmann.aspx
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http://www.cato.org/
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