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Russia, United States Agree to Reduce Nuclear Arms 

òAs the world's two leading nuclear powers, the United States and Russia must lead by example,ó 
says President Obama July 6 as he joins Russian President Dmitry Medvedev at the Kremlin to 
sign a preliminary agreement on reducing their countriesõ nuclear weapons arsenals. 

(AP Photo/RIA-Novosti, Mikhail Klimentyev, Presidential Press Service)  

MORE: http://w ww.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/July/20090706152326esnamfuak0.0448572.html  

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/July/20090706152326esnamfuak0.0448572.html
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE ARMYôS TRANSFORMATION 

PROGRAMS AND POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES. Congressional 

Budget Office. June 2009. 

The Army has initiated two programs designed to transform itself from a 

force focused on fighting the Cold War to one better designed to face the 

challenges of the 21st century. Those two programs, the Modularity 

Initiative and the Future Combat Systems (FCS) program, would change 

the way the Army is organized and equipped, respectively. The study 

considers the near- and long-term implications of those two programs. It 

also examines three alternatives for modernizing the Armyôs combat forces using modified 

versions of the FCS program and estimates the costs and savings of those options as well as 

their effects on the Armyôs ability to introduce new technologies into its combat brigades. 

[PDF format, 77 pages]. 
http://w ww.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/102xx/doc10250/06 -01-ArmyTransformation.pdf 

 

ALTERNATIVES FOR MODERNIZING U.S. FIGHTER FORCES. 

Congressional Budget Office. May 2009. 

The United States Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps are in the process 

of replacing most of todayôs fighter aircraft with new F/A-18E/F, F-22, 

and F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) aircraft. Although procurement plans 

call for purchasing about 2,500 aircraft over the next 25 years, the services 

are projecting that those purchases will be unable to keep pace with the 

need to retire todayôs aircraft as they reach the limit of their service life. 

The study compares the size and capability of todayôs forces with the 

forces that would be fielded under the Department of Defenseôs (DoDôs) modernization plans 

and several alternative plans that would offer varying levels of capability and require varying 

levels of budgetary commitment. [PDF format, 73 pages]. 
Http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/101x x/doc10113/05 -13-FighterForces.pdf 
 

DEFENSE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY: 

STRATEGIC PLAN. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. 

May 2009. 

The document describes the Defense Advanced Research Projects 

Agencyôs (DARPA) strategy, as required by Section 2352, Title 10 of the 

United States Code. It provides a top-level view of DARPAôs activities 

for Congress, the research community, and various elements of the 

Department of Defense (DoD).  The strategic plan describes DARPAôs 

mission, business processes, research thrusts and objectives, and research 

projects to achieve the objectives. 

http://www.darpa.mil/Docs/StratPlan09.pdf   [PDF format, 57 pages], or 
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/6440667/DARPA%E2%80%99s -Strategic-Plan 
 

REPORTED INSURGENT WHITE PHOSPHOROUS ATTACKS AND CACHES IN 

REGIONAL COMMAND -EAST, 2003-PRESENT. U.S. Central Command. May 11, 2009. 

The declassified report of 38 events show the insurgents have used or stockpiled white 

phosphorus munitions in the Regional Command-East area of operations. The declassification 

and release are in response to claims that insurgents do not use, nor have access to, white 

phosphorus. The data, obtained from incident reporting from February 2003 through the 

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/102xx/doc10250/06-01-ArmyTransformation.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/101xx/doc10113/05-13-FighterForces.pdf
http://www.darpa.mil/Docs/StratPlan09.pdf
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/6440667/DARPA%E2%80%99s-Strategic-Plan
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present, show that insurgents have stockpiled and used white phosphorus against personnel in 

both indirect fire attacks as well as Improvised Explosive Devices. l  
http://www.centcom.mil/en/press -releases/reported-insurgent-white-phosphorus-attacks-and-
caches.htm 
 

2009 NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE: A CONSUMERôS GUIDE. 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence. May 29, 2009. 

The guide shows the functions of the intelligence community.  

[PDF format, 114 pages]. 

 

 
http://www.dni.gov/reports/IC_Consu mers_Guide_2009.pdf 
 

PROSECUTING AND DETAINING TERROR SUSPECTS IN THE U.S. CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE SYSTEM. U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation. June 9, 2009. 

Since the 1990s, the U.S. Attorneyôs Office for the Southern District of New York (SDNY) has 

investigated and successfully prosecuted a wide range of international and domestic terrorism 

casesðincluding the bombings of the World Trade Center and U.S. Embassies in East Africa 

in the 1990s. More recent cases include those against individuals who provided material 

support to al Qaeda and other terrorist groups, as well as against international arms trafficker 

Monzer al Kassar and the Somalian pirate charged in the hijacking of the Maersk Alabama. 
http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel09/terrorfactsheet060909.htm  
 

U.S. PUBLIC DIPLOMACY: KEY ISSUES FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

OVERSIGHT. U.S. Government Accountability Office. May 27, 2009. 

While the prior administration issued a national communication strategy 

in June 2007, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2009 requires that the President issue a new comprehensive strategy by 

December 2009 to guide interagency efforts. The issues discussed in the 

enclosures to this report should be considered in the development of the 

new strategic plan, related agency and country-level plans, and other areas 

such as Stateôs human capital and security policies. 

http://www.gao.gov/ new.items/d09679sp.pdf  [PDF format, 43 pages]. 

 

REBUILDING IRAQ: IMPROVED MANAGEMENT CONTROLS 

AND IRAQI COMMITMENT NEEDED FOR KEY STATE AND 

USAID CAPACITY -BUILDING PROGRAMS. U.S. Government 

Accountability Office. June 3, 2009. 

Since 2003, the United States has provided $49 billion to help rebuild 

Iraq. To build the capacity of Iraqôs central and provincial governments to 

sustain this effort, the United States is implementing programs including 

Department of Stateôs (State) Provincial Reconstruction Development 

Committee (PRDC) and the U.S. Agency for International Developmentôs 

(USAID) National Capacity Development (NCD). The use of key 

management controls, such as appropriate organizational structure and program monitoring, 

helps ensure programs achieve their objectives. 

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09526.pdf   [PDF format, 56 pages]. 

 

http://www.centcom.mil/en/press-releases/reported-insurgent-white-phosphorus-attacks-and-caches.htm
http://www.centcom.mil/en/press-releases/reported-insurgent-white-phosphorus-attacks-and-caches.htm
http://www.dni.gov/reports/IC_Consumers_Guide_2009.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel09/terrorfactsheet060909.htm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09679sp.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09526.pdf
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TREATIES IN FORCE 2009. U.S. Department of State. May 2009. 

Treaties in Force is prepared by the Department of State for the purpose of 

providing information on treaties and other international agreements to 

which the United States has become a party and which are carried on the 

records of the Department of State as being in force as of its stated 

publication date, January 1, 2009. [HTML format with links to PDF file]. 

 
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/treaties/2009/index.htm    
 

 

 

CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS (HEARINGS, REPORTS, ETC.) 
 

COSTA RICA: BACKGROUND  AND U.S. RELATIONS. Congressional Research 

Service, Library of Congress. Peter J. Meyer. June 2009. 

The United States and Costa Rica have long enjoyed close relations as a result of the countries 

shared commitments to strengthening democracy, improving human rights, and advancing free 

trade. The countries have also maintained strong commercial ties, which are likely to become 

even more extensive as a result of the implementation of CAFTA-DR. Costa Rica and the 

United States have worked together on a number of other issues as well, such as conserving 

Costa Ricas tropical forests and combating narcotics trafficking. 

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40593_20090602.pdf  [PDF format, 14 pages]. 

 

AMERICAôS STRATEGIC POSTURE: THE FINAL REPORT OF THE 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMISSION ON THE STRATEGIC POSTURE 

OF THE UNITED STATES. Congressional Commission on the Strategic 

Posture of the U.S. & U.S. Institute of Peace. Web posted May 6, 2009. 

The final report of the Congressional Commission on the Strategic Posture 

of the United States provides over 100 findings and recommendations on 

critical issues related to U.S. nuclear strategy.  Key themes on which 

recommendations are focused include (1) challenges and opportunities 

inherent in the current security environment; (2) the roles, functions, and 

projection of U.S. nuclear forces, including missile defense; (3) the safety, security, and 

reliability of the nuclear stockpile; (4) the state of the nuclear weapons complex; (5) arms 

control and nonproliferation; and (6) additional steps for the prevention of proliferation and the 

protection against nuclear use. 

http://media.usip.org/reports/strat_postur e_report.pdf  [PDF format, 360 pages]. 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
 

CYBERSPACE POLICY REVIEW: ASSURING A TRUSTED 

RESILIENT INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

INFRASTRUCTURE. The White House. May 29, 2009. 

The President directed a 60-day, comprehensive, ñclean-slateò review to 

assess U.S. policies and structures for cyber security. Cyber security 

policy includes strategy, policy, and standards regarding the security of 

and operations in cyberspace, and encompasses the full range of threat 

reduction, vulnerability reduction, deterrence, international engagement, 

incident response, resiliency, and recovery policies and activities, 

http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/treaties/2009/index.htm
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40593_20090602.pdf
http://media.usip.org/reports/strat_posture_report.pdf
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including computer network operations, information assurance, law enforcement, diplomacy, 

military, and intelligence missions as they relate to the security and stability of the global 

information and communications infrastructure. [PDF format, 76 pages]. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Cyberspace_Policy_Review_final.pdf 

 

THE U.S. AND NATO 
 

A FULL AND URGENT AGENDA FOR NATO IN THE 21ST 

CENTURY. Ambassador Ivo H. Daalder, United States Permanent 

Representative to NATO. Prepared remarks, June 8, 2009 

ñNATO today is accomplishing things that only a few years ago were 

unimaginable: sending bridges to Indonesia after a tsunami and 

helicopters to rescue earthquake victims in Pakistan, organizing a 

flotilla of ships to protect vessels from pirate attacks in the Gulf of Aden, deploying tens of 

thousands of troops to fight insurgents in the Hindu Kush, and keeping the peace in southern 

Europe.  

The demands are growing, and our global responsibilities are getting heavier. We have to find a 

way to do more, with greater efficiency of resources, and in partnership with others. That 

means America doing more, Europe doing more, our Partners doing more.ò 

The Ambassadorôs policy Speech: 
http://nato.usmission.gov/Speeches/Full_Urgent_Agenda_060809.asp 
Q&A Session:  
http://nato.usmission.gov/Speeches/Full_Urgent_Agenda_Q&A.asp 

 

THINK TANK PUBLICATIONS 
 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 
 

THE MULLAHS MUST GO. By John R. Bolton, Senior Fellow at AEI.Article published in 

the Los Angeles Times, Friday, June 26, 2009  

Since Iran's controversial and disputed election, President Obama has been noticeably 

restrained in his reaction. He has flashed his empathy, saying on Tuesday that he was "appalled 

and outraged" by the regime's brutality, but he has been equally emphatic about not being 

perceived as meddling in Iran's internal affairs. Despite increasing political heat, even from 

Democrats and the usually adulatory U.S. media, Obama persists in his low-key approach, 

clinging to emotive generalizations. 
http://www.aei.org/article/100683  

 

ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
 

ARMS CONTROL TODAY, June 2009 

Focus Editorial: TESTING THE WORLD'S PATIENCE, by Daryl G. 

Kimball 

North Korea's second â and the world's 2,052nd â nuclear weapon test 

explosion represents yet another low in the long-running multilateral 

diplomatic effort to freeze and verifiably dismantle Pyongyang's nuclear 

capabilities. Pyongyang's test blast is also a stark reminder of the need to 

finally bring about a permanent, global test ban. 

 
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n5  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/Cyberspace_Policy_Review_final.pdf
http://nato.usmission.gov/Speeches/Full_Urgent_Agenda_060809.asp
http://nato.usmission.gov/Speeches/Full_Urgent_Agenda_Q&A.asp
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/article/100683
http://www.armscontrol.org/
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n5
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ARMS CONTROL TODAY, May 2009 

Focus Editorial: THE LOGIC OF THE TEST BAN TREATY, by Daryl 

G. Kimball 

In his stirring April 5 speech in Prague, President Barack Obama outlined 

his vision for strengthening global efforts to curb the spread of nuclear 

weapons and moving forward on practical, immediate steps "to seek the 

peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons." Appropriately, 

his short list of such steps includes re-establishing U.S. leadership on the 

achievement of a global, verifiable ban on nuclear weapons testing. 

Obama pledged to "immediately and aggressively pursue U.S. ratification of the 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty [CTBT]." 
http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n4  
 

CHRONOLOGY OF U.S.-NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR AND MISSILE DIPLOMACY. 

Fact Sheet.  Arms Control Association, June 2009 

For years, the United States and the international community have tried to negotiate an end to 

North Koreaôs nuclear and missile development and its export of ballistic missile technology. 

Those efforts have been replete with periods of crisis, stalemate, and tentative progress towards 

denuclearization, and North Korea has long been a key challenge for the global nuclear 

nonproliferation regime. 
http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/dprkchron  
 

THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES (ACUS) 
 

TURKEY AND IRAQI KURDISTAN ARE STRATEGIC PARTNERS. David L. Phillips. 

ACUS essay published in the Turkish Daily News, June 27, 2009 

Turkeyôs military strikes against the PKK in northern Iraq were a tactical and political success.  

Applying military pressure catalyzed Ankaraôs decision to offer Iraqi Kurdistan political and 

economic rewards in exchange for cooperation against the PKK, a U.S.-listed terrorist 

organization that Turkey holds responsible for 30,000 deaths since 1984. 
http://www.acus.org/new_atlanticist/turkey -and-iraqi -kurdistan-are-strategic-partners 
 

MANAS AIR BASE TO STAY OPEN AFTER ALL. James Joyner. ACUS, June 26, 2009 

It seemed a fait accompli that the vital NATO supply base in Krygyzstan was closing, owing to 

a combination of geopolitics and a strong bid by Russia.  Well into the eleventh hour, however, 

access to Manus Air Base was saved. Michael Schwirtz and Clifford Levy report for NYT that 

"Kyrgyzstan has essentially reversed a decision to close an American air base that is central to 

the NATO mission in nearby Afghanistan, after the United States acceded to sharply higher 

rent and to minor restrictions on the site." 
http://www.acus.org/new_atlanticist/manus -air-base-stay-open-after-all 
 

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 
 

DESIGNING DETENTION: A MODEL LAW FOR TERRORIST 

INCAPACITATION. Benjamin Wittes, Senior Fellow, Governance 

Studies; Colleen A. Peppard. The Brookings Institution, June 26, 2009 

A consensus is beginning to emerge in the public and political spheres 

concerning the non-criminal detention of terrorist suspects. Over the past 

several years, non-criminal detention of Al Qaeda and Taliban captives at 

Guant§namo Bay, Cuba has sharply divided the American polity. Since 

the change in administration, however, it has become increasingly clear 

http://www.armscontrol.org/epublish/1/v39n4
http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/dprkchron
http://www.acus.org/
http://www.acus.org/new_atlanticist/turkey-and-iraqi-kurdistan-are-strategic-partners
http://www.acus.org/new_atlanticist/manus-air-base-stay-open-after-all
http://www.brook.edu/
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that the United Statesðeven under a Democratic administration and with substantial 

Democratic majorities in both houses of Congressðis not going to abandon long-term 

detention of terror suspects and revert to a pure law enforcement model for incapacitating 

them, and it is not going to deal with the population of Guant§namo on the basis of freeing 

everyone whom it cannot prosecute. While the developing consensus still has many dissenters, 

the real question now is not whether America will have some detention system, but what sort of 

detention system, designed by whom, and using what rules. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0626_detention_wittes/0626_detention_witt
es.pdf 
 

NORTH KOREAôS NUCLEAR AND MISSILE TESTS AND THE SIX-PARTY TALKS: 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? Brookings Institution. Richard C. Bush. June 17, 

2009. 

In testimony before Congress on June 17, Richard Bush describes how North Koreaôs recent 

nuclear and missile tests have transformed the challenge faced by the international system. Dr. 

Bush testified that it is now clear that North Korea bases its security on nuclear weapons, and 

the hope that it will abandon the nuclear option has disappeared. [PDF format, 10 pages]. 
http://www.brooking s.edu/~/media/Files/rc/testimonies/2009/0617_north_korea_bush/0617_north_ko
rea_bush_written.pdf 
 

OBAMAôS EGYPT SPEECH: WHAT HE SHOULD SAY TO THE MUSLIM WORLD. 

Brookings Institute. John L. Esposito et al. June 2, 2009. 

President Obamaôs speech comes at a particularly tense moment in the relationship between the 

U.S. and the worldôs approximately 1.3 billion Muslims, as the latter wait to see how the 

President will move forward on his efforts to close down Guantanamo Bay, bring the Iraq War 

to an end, shift our national security focus to Afghanistan and Pakistan, and promote Israeli-

Palestinian peace. The Saban Center at Brookingsô Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic 

World has asked leading experts and policy-makers from the United States and the Muslim 

world to submit commentary on what they hope to hear from President Obamaôs speech.  
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0602_obama_egypt_speech.aspx 
 

CHANGE WE CAN BELIE VE IN? THE MUSLIM WORLD, AMERICA, AND 

OBAMAôS PROMISE. Brookings Institute. Navtej Dhillon et at. June 1, 2009. 

In reaching out to the Muslim world, President Obama will invariably touch upon some of the 

most important concerns and grievances, including the Arab-Israeli conflict and the need to 

enhance respect and understanding between the U.S. and the Muslim world. The president will 

outline the contributions and achievements of Islamic civilization, and recognize the economic, 

social, and political progress underway in several Muslim countries. Reaffirming the U.S.ôs 

dedication to law and a more principled foreign policy, the president will hail the early 

symbolic successes of his administration such as the commitment to close Guantanamo Bay. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/opinions/2009/0601_obama_muslim_world_dhillon/0601_

obama_muslim_world_dhillon.pdf  [PDF format, 5 pages]. 

 

TARGETED KILLING IN U.S. COUNTERTERRORISM STRATEGY AND LAW.  

Kenneth Anderson. Counterterrorism and American Statutory Law Number 9. The 

Brookings Institution, Georgetown University Law Center and the Hoover Institution, 

May 11, 2009 

American domestic lawðthe law codifying the existence of the CIA and defining its 

functionsðhas long accepted implicitly at least some uses of force, including targeted killing, 

as self-defense toward ends of vital national security that do not necessarily fall within the 

strict terms of armed conflict in the sense meant by the Geneva Conventions and other 

international treaties on the conduct of armed conflict. Categories of the use of force short of 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0626_detention_wittes/0626_detention_wittes.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0626_detention_wittes/0626_detention_wittes.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/testimonies/2009/0617_north_korea_bush/0617_north_korea_bush_written.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/testimonies/2009/0617_north_korea_bush/0617_north_korea_bush_written.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0602_obama_egypt_speech.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/opinions/2009/0601_obama_muslim_world_dhillon/0601_obama_muslim_world_dhillon.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/opinions/2009/0601_obama_muslim_world_dhillon/0601_obama_muslim_world_dhillon.pdf
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armed conflict or war in a juridical senseðby intelligence services such as the CIA, for 

exampleðor by military agents in furtherance of national self defense and vital security 

interests, yet outside of the legal condition of armed conflict, date back in codified law to the 

founding of the CIA and, in state practice by the United States and other sovereigns, far further 

still. Yet as a matter of legal justification, successive administrations have already begun to 

cede this ground.  
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0511_counterterrorism_anderson/0511_cou
nterterrorism_anderson.pdf 
 

LOOKING FORWARD, NOT BACKWARD: REFINING AMERICAN 

INTERROGATION LAW. Stuart Taylor, J r., Benjamin Wittes. Counterterrorism and 

American Statutory Law Number 8. The Brookings Institution, Georgetown University Law 

Center and the Hoover Institution, May 10, 2009 

America should be able to improve on the legacy of Bush. It should also be able to improve on 

the approach of human rights groups such as the American Civil Liberties Union, Amnesty 

International, and Human Rights Watchðand of Congress and the Obama Administration to 

date. Congress has moved from what-me-worry passivity about coercive practices, to passing 

in December 2005 a law imposing virtuous-sounding but vague restrictions on interrogators 

without clear guidance, to voting in 2008 for far more stringent restrictions (a bill which Bush 

vetoed) without serious discussion of the costs and benefits of any of these approaches. And 

while the Obama Administration has not embraced such legislation, the executive order the 

new president signed does effectively the same thing. We, by contrast, favor a regime 

characterized by relatively stringent baseline rules but with flexibility built in for the most 

wrenching, highest-stakes cases. Without a firmer sense than the public record offers of the 

effectiveness of both mildly- and highly-coercive interrogation techniques, any responsible 

policy proposal will necessarily be somewhat tentative. And our proposal could shift in a more 

or less restrictive direction in response to changed understanding of what ñworksò in 

interrogation. That said, in our view, it is essential that American interrogation policy be 

anchored in law. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0510_interrogation_law_wittes/0510_interro
gation_law_wittes.pdf 

 
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
 

MUSLIMS LOVED OBAMAôS WORDS, BUT ARE WAITING FOR ACTIONS. 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Amr Hamzawy. June 8, 2009. 

Arab governments greeted Barack Obamaôs much-anticipated Muslim world at Cairo 

University last week as a clear sign of the new U.S. administrationôs intention to reset 

Americaôs relations with the Arab and Muslim worlds. But there are significant differences 

between the reactions of Americaôs moderate friends in the region and those of its radical foes. 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index .cfm?fa=view&id=23237&prog=zgp&proj=zme 

 

CENTER FOR A NEW AMERICAN SECURITY 
 

NO ILLUSIONS: REGAINING THE STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 

WITH NORTH KOREA . Abraham M. Denmark, Nirav Patel et al. 

CNAS Working Paper, 06/11/2009 

Pyongyang has spoken: North Korea has chosen the path of confrontation. 

Despite a series of agreements orchestrated by the Clinton and Bush 

administrations, North Korea has made no progress toward engagement 

and denuclearization, and has abdicated its commitments to the 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0511_counterterrorism_anderson/0511_counterterrorism_anderson.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0511_counterterrorism_anderson/0511_counterterrorism_anderson.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0510_interrogation_law_wittes/0510_interrogation_law_wittes.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/0510_interrogation_law_wittes/0510_interrogation_law_wittes.pdf
http://www.ceip.org/files/about/about_home.asp
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=23237&prog=zgp&proj=zme
http://www.cnas.org/
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international community. While President Obama has reaffirmed the inevitability of progress 

over the ñlong arc of history,ò the history of negotiations with North Korea looks more like a 

frustrating ñrinse and repeatò cycle than anything resembling a clear trajectory. The Obama 

administration should be under no illusions ï the turbulent cycles of North Korean 

denuclearization negotiations have put the United States and the international community in a 

disadvantageous negotiating position. It is becoming increasingly clear that this dynamic is 

unsustainable.  Therefore, the Obama administration should pursue a strategic management 

approach that provides a bridge between short- and medium-term strategic objectives and long 

term aspirations of denuclearization through negotiation.  This framework is designed to enable 

America to regain the strategic initiative and defend our allies while guarding against North 

Korean provocations. 
http://www.cnas.org/node /977  
 

INSIDE THE SURGE: ONE COMMANDERôS LESSONS IN 

COUNTERINSURGENCY. LTC Jim Crider, USA, Thomas E. Ricks 

(Foreword). CNAS Working Paper, 06/11/2009 

When Lieutenant Colonel Jim Crider arrived in the Doura neighborhood of 

Baghdad in February of 2007 as the commander of 1st Squadron, 4th 

Cavalry Regiment out of Fort Riley, Kansas the Sunni neighborhood 

appeared beyond hope. The streets were largely empty of life and the air 

was filled with the foul smell of burning trash and open sewage. 

Improvised explosive devices, small arms fire, hand grenades, and dead 

bodies were a normal part of every 1-4 CAV patrol in the spring and early summer of 2007. 

However, through the ruthless implementation of the counterinsurgency principles outlined in 

Army Field Manual 3-24 and several pragmatic decisions along the way, the neighborhood 

began to turn in July of 2007. By the end of September, the unit had seen the last attack on its 

forces. Businesses reopened, the streets were full of people, and there was hope. This paper 

contains some of the primary lessons learned during their 14 month combat tour. In his 

foreword to the paper, CNAS Senior Fellow and author of the New York Times best-seller 

Fiasco Tom Ricks calls Criderôs work ñthe first in-depth review offered by an American 

battalion commander about post-invasion operations in Iraq.ò                              
http://www.cnas.org/node/974  
 

NATURAL SECURITY . Sharon Burke. CNAS Working Paper, 

06/11/2009 

In the 21st century, the security of nations will increasingly depend on the 

security of natural resources, or ñnatural security.ò  This concept paper 

outlines a new program of study at the Center for a New American 

Security to look at emerging natural resources challenges in six key areas 

of consumption and consequences ï energy, minerals, water, land, climate 

change, and biodiversity ï as well as the ways in which these challenges 

are linked together. Any solution to the countryôs energy insecurity is 

likely to involve water, non-fuel minerals, and land-use issues; climate change and biodiversity 

cut across all concerns, with broad effects on resource vulnerability. Without an integrated, 

national-level approach that links together natural security challenges, the United States runs 

the risk of trading one dependency for another and exacerbating the consequences. 
http://www.cnas.org/node/2712  
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AFTER THE FIRE: SHAPING THE FUTURE U.S. RELATIONSHIP 

WITH IRAQ . John A. Nagl, Brian M. Burton. CNAS Report, 

06/11/2009 

Since 2003, debates about Americaôs role in Iraq have focused on how to 

withdraw U.S. forces. Yet the search for an ñend gameò emphasizes a 

short-term objective - getting out of Iraq - and sidesteps the strategic 

imperative of establishing an enduring relationship with a key country in a 

region of vital importance to the United States. It is time for America to 

take the long view. Neither Iraq nor Americaôs stake in a stable, peaceful, 

secure Middle East will vanish when the last American combat brigade departs. American 

policymakers must advance U.S. interests in Iraq and the Middle East through a long-term, 

low-profile engagement to help resolve Iraqôs internal challenges, strengthen its government 

and economic institutions, and integrate it as a constructive partner in the region. This report 

outlines the constraints on the U.S. role in Iraq, including the need to refocus on the war in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan; domestic political opinion and President Obamaôs pledge to end the 

war; and the Status of Forces Agreement with Iraq that mandates a U.S. withdrawal. 
http://www.cnas.org/node/986  
 

TRIAGE: THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN . 

Andrew M. Exum, Nathaniel C. Fick, Ahmed A. Humayun, David J. Kilcullen. CNAS 

Report, 06/10/2009 

Eight years into the U.S.-led war in Afghanistan, the situation is as perilous as ever and 

continuing to worsen. The campaign has been further complicated by a rapidly deteriorating 

security situation in Pakistan, where the center of gravity of the insurgency has now shifted. In 

counterinsurgency campaigns, momentum matters. Over the next 12 months, the United States 

and its allies must demonstrate they have seized back the initiative from the Taliban and other 

hostile actors. This paper makes four operational recommendations ï two on each side of the 

Durand line ï which allow the new strategy articulated by the White House a better chance of 

success.  
http ://www.cnas.org/node/976  
 

BEYOND BULLETS: STRATEGIES FOR COUNTERING 

VIOLENT EXTREMISM. Center for a New American Security. Alice 

e. Hunt et al. June 2009. 

To counter the threat from violent Islamist extremism more effectively, 

the Center for a New American Security launched a strategy development 

process modeled after President Eisenhowerôs Project Solarium. The 

editors asked five experts to recast the effort to defeat al-Qaeda in 

sustainable terms consistent with American values. The result is a series 

of essays, produced in this report, that recommend a rich array of 

counterterrorism tools and strategies for the new administration. [PDF format, 127 pages]. 
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/LordNaglRosen_Beyond%20Bullets%20Edited%20Vo
lume_June09_0.pdf 

 

CENTER FOR ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION 
 
WILL THE SENATE SUPPORT NEW NUCLEAR ARMS REDUCTIONS? John Isaacs, 

Kingston Reif. Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation, Published in the Bulletin of 

Atomic Scientists Online on June 23, 2009 

President Barack Obama has an ambitious agenda on nuclear weapons issues that will take a 

long time to implement. For example, the earliest the Senate is likely to vote again on the 

http://www.cnas.org/node/986
http://www.cnas.org/node/976
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/LordNaglRosen_Beyond%20Bullets%20Edited%20Volume_June09_0.pdf
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/LordNaglRosen_Beyond%20Bullets%20Edited%20Volume_June09_0.pdf
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/
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Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) is 2010. Likewise, a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty is 

at least three years away. Ditto for the president's goal of safeguarding all vulnerable nuclear 

weapons and nuclear materials worldwide. And then there is his most ambitious goal of all--a 

nuclear-weapon-free world, which even he has suggested probably won't take place in his 

lifetime. The one major piece of Obama's arms control agenda that could be completed this 

year, however, is a follow-on agreement to START. 
http://www.thebulle tin.org/web -edition/features/will -the-senate-support-new-nuclear-arms-reductions 
 

SHOULD TORTURE BE PART OF THE U.S.'S COUNTERTERRORISM APPROACH? 

Robert G. Gard , Matthew Alexander and Joe Navarro.  Center for Arms Control and 

Non-Proliferation. Published in Reuters on June 24, 2009 

President Obama decided not to release a new group of detainee abuse photographs because he 

believes they would inflame our enemies and threaten American troops. Indeed, the shocking 

photos from Abu Ghraib have served as a powerful recruiting tool for al-Qaeda and have 

sparked outrage across the world. 

It is not the release of the photos, however, that would elicit horror and anger. It is their brutal 

content and the misguided policies they reflect. The controversy surrounding the photos and 

the presidentôs release of four Department of Justice memos have brought into sharp focus a 

debate that has been in the shadows of public discourse for several years: Should the U.S. 

include torture and cruelty in its counterterrorism arsenal? 
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/iraq/articles/062509_torture_counterterrorism_approach/  
 

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD IRAN IN THE OBAMA ER A. 

Travis Sharp. Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation. 

Published by the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan, 

Italy . June 2009 

The next 18 months will prove critically important to U.S.-Iranian relations, 

which currently stand at an impasse. First, newly-elected President Barack 

Obama, whose last name in Farsi sounds like the phrase ñhe is with us,ò 

entered office having pledged to engage Iran using ñaggressive, principled 

diplomacy without self-defeating preconditions.ò This openness to negotiate 

directly is a marked change from the policies of President George W. Bush, whose 

administration tried to isolate and ignore Iran. Second, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad claims to have 

won a second presidential term in very controversial fashion. The spirited campaign and post-

election violence demonstrate that there are those in Iran who yearn for change, and the 

determination of these dissenters may lead the powerful clerics to consider softening some of 

their more oppressive policies. Third, U.S. intelligence agencies believe that, should it choose 

to accelerate its enrichment activities, Iran will be able to produce enough highly enriched 

uranium for a nuclear weapon sometime between 2010 and 2015. 
http://www.ispionline.it/it/documents/PB_145_2009.pdf  
 

CENTER FOR SECURITY POLICY 
 

KEEP GITMO GOING: THE CASE FOR RETAINING THE VITAL 

DETENSION AND INTERROGATION FACILITY AT 

GUANTANOMO BAY. Center for Security Policy. E. J. Kimball and 

Benjamin Lerner. May 28, 2009. 

The white paper identifies the national security, public safety, and legal 

and economic challenges associated with closing Guant§namo and 

transferring detainees to the United States or to foreign custody. 

Anywhere from 10-20 percent of the nearly 500 detainees released from 

http://www.thebulletin.org/web-edition/features/will-the-senate-support-new-nuclear-arms-reductions
http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/iraq/articles/062509_torture_counterterrorism_approach/
http://www.ispionline.it/it/documents/PB_145_2009.pdf

